
 M i s s o u r i ' s  G r e a t 

Northwest Winefest is a major 

fundra i ser  for  Northwest 

Missouri Enterprise Facilitation. 

 On September 30, 2017 

Griffin Park in Mound City, Mo 
will be overflowing with local 

artisans, wine enthusiasts, great 

food and much more.  

 Most of the wineries 

involved in this wine fest have 

been deemed as winners in 

Missouri’s Governor Award 

Winning Wines. Each winery has 

its own unique taste and grape 

varieties, specialty named wines 

and some are made with Mound 

City’s grapes.  The festival 

welcomes thousands of visitors 

each year. 

 Guests can leisurely shop 

the various local artisan booths, 

enjoy wine tastings, and food 

v e n d o r s .  W i n e  m a y  b e 

purchased and tables are 

available for relaxing while 

e n j o y i n g  t h e  m u s i c a l 

entertainment.  Those who 

purchase "wine sampling" tickets 

are able to taste various wines 

at each winery booth and will 

take home a wine glass as a 

souvenir. Those who do not 

wish to participate in wine 

tastings can buy a regular 

The Good News  

Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation 
“Helping to grow our communities, one entrepreneur at a time.” 

Points of Interest: 

(Since November 

2006)  

 

 Clients Assisted: 875 

 Businesses Started: 127 

 Businesses Expanded: 12 

 Business Acquisitions: 11 

 Businesses Retained: 12 

 Jobs Created: 351 

 Jobs Retained: 74 

  

NWMEF is an economic development project trained by 

the Sirolli Institute and serves potential entrepreneurs in six Mis-

souri counties: Andrew, Atchison, Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and 

Worth. Services are offered completely free and are strictly confi-

dential. More than 60 volunteers from the six counties, along with 

regional representation, comprise the NWMEF Resource Board 

which serves as a think tank  assisting the Enterprise Facilitator by 

brainstorming solutions for client needs. 

For more information about NWMEF, contact Keli Morris, 

Enterprise Facilitator, at (816) 262-9400 or facilitator@nwmef.org  

www.nwmef.org  

http://www.facebook.com/NWMEF 

In Appreciation for your Dedication and Support 

Advanced Pork System 

Alpha Media—KAAN 

AM,FM;KKWKI/KMRN 

Atchison County Development 

Corporation 

Atchison Co. Mail 

Bank Midwest 

Bank Northwest 

Bob Caldwell 

Charlotte Chunn 

Citizens Bank & Trust 

City of Grant City 

City of King City 

City of Maryville 

City of Mound City 

City of Savannah 

Commerce Bank 

Community Hospital, Fairfax 

Diocese of Kansas City-St. 

Joseph 

East Hills Shopping Center 

Fairfax Agency, Inc., Bob & 

Marilyn Alldredge 

Fairfax Forum 

Farmers Publishing 

Farmers State Bank 

Gentry County  

Golden Triangle Energy 

Holt County  

Jack Vernon Trucking 

Jim & Teresa Jacoby 

Jim’s Barber Shop– Jim & 

Jeanne Rost 

KCP&L 

Kent Peterson Insurance 

KFEQ Radio 

Kincaid Gardens 

King City Chamber of 

Commerce 

KMA Radio 

KQ2 TV 

Laukemper Motors 

Jim Lower Marketing  

Marsh, Espey & Riggs, PC 

Maryville Daily Forum & the 

Post 

Maryville HyVee 

Midwest Data/Rock Port , 

Tarkio, Maryville 

Mo-Kan Development 

Mound City Development 

Corporation 

Mound City News 

Nodaway County Government 

Nodaway News Leader 

Nodaway Valley Bank 

Northwest Missouri Cellular 

Northwest Health Services 

Deb Powers & Mike Sykowski 

Phillip Frank 

Promote with Jeff-Vernon 

Graphics 

Rogers Pharmacy 

St. Joseph News Press 

Savannah Chamber of 

Commerce 

Savannah Reporter 

SBG Midwest, Kamara Roach 

Shelter Insurance, Stanberry 

Sisters of St. Francis, Savannah 

Sunny 101.3 AM 1230 KTNC 

Tarkio Avalanche  

Times Observer 

Tomboy Tools- Ginny Vernon 

Tri County News 

The Klub Bar & Restaurant 

The Wool Shop, Grant City 

Tiffany Care Centers 

Times Observer 

Tomboy Tools- Ginny 

Vernon 

Tri County News 

US Bank & Trust 

USDA 

Worth County  
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In Appreciation 

We apologize for any 

errors made in 

mentioning our donors. 

Please inform us so that 

we can make a 

correction in our next 

newsletter. 

NWMEF Board 

Members are not named 

due to space limitations, 

but your contribution to 

our project is  

ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED! 

Multimedia Marketing Seminar 

Along with the Nodaway 

Economic Development Corporation and 

Maryville Chamber of Commerce, 

NWMEF co-sponsored a Multimedia 

Marketing Seminar on September 19, 

2017. Entrepreneurs learned the ins and 

outs of e.commerce and social media 
marketing. This was a free seminar in 

Maryville for any business to take 

advantage of. For more information on 

future seminars, contact Keli Morris, 

Enterprise Facilitator, at (816) 262-9400 

or facilitator@nwmef.org  

 This is the 8th year for 

Missouri’s Great Northwest Winefest 

and board members of Northwest 

Missouri Enterprise Facilitation look 

forward to another fundraising success. Last 

year’s crowd were enthusiastic despite the 

somewhat rainy weather and the organization 

is expecting an even larger number with the 

great weather predicted this year. 

"As a former state representative for 

Northwest Missouri, I am very aware of the 

concern for the viability of our small 

communities. I believe that Northwest 

Missouri Enterprise Facilitation has been 

invaluable in efforts to assist entrepreneurs 

and small business owners to become more 

successful in starting, maintaining or increasing 

their business ventures. Along with 

agriculture, small business is the economic 

backbone of our communities. Our mission is 

to continue to support those who have the 

vision and aspiration to establish businesses or 

services in Northwest Missouri."   
Mike Thomson 

Marketing and Development Director 

Community Foundation of Northwest Missouri 

 

“The wisdom, knowledge and experience 

available from such a wide variety of resources 

gives a business a great advantage!” 
Gary Carlson 

Gentry County Commissioner 

Owner: King City Motors  

Owner: Carlson Farms 

mailto:facilitator@nwmef.com
mailto:facilitator@nwmef.com


Facilitator Focus  

FALL 2017 

NWMEF Facilitator   

Keli Morris. 

  

Tenth Year Anniversary for Inspirations Dance Center! 

 Ten years ago Mary Ingersoll turned to NWMEF for assistance in starting her 

business “Inspirations Dance Center.” Now Northwest Missouri Enterprise 

Facilitation congratulates Mary and celebrated the anniversary of her successful 

business. 

 A wife and mother of one, about to be two, turned a lifelong passion into a 

business ten years ago. Underlying her desire to create an opportunity for her family 

and herself, she also was passionate about inspiring students to love dancing for a 

lifetime.   

 This young and thriving entrepreneur credits her desire to succeed a major 

factor in the growth of her business. Another huge factor has been her staff. She 

notes, “Finding awesome dance instructors is the hardest part about owning a studio, 

especially in a small rural town.  I've been so fortunate to cultivate wonderful 

relationships with great people who have become my Dream Team Staff!”  

 Mary admits that there were mistakes and a learning curve along the way. She 

says that she has made it a priority to cultivate a positive and uplifting culture in the 

studio. Overall she is pleased with what has happened these past ten years. “There 

have been so many wonderful memories!  Purchasing the "dance church" was a huge 

moment.  We had outgrown the Clasbey Center for quite a while and I'd been on the 

hunt for an alternate location that I hoped to own.  When my husband Ross found 

the church property, just across the high school campus, I was thrilled.  Terrified and 

thrilled!” 

 Mary advises other entrepreneurs to trust themselves and be confident. She 

says, “Don't be afraid to hire help.  Do what you do really well.  Study it and get really 

good.  And then hire people who are better than you to handle the things that aren't 

your best assets!” 

“Fostering 

relationships with 

partners and building 

enduring communities 

requires empathy, self-

sacrifice and  a 

willingness to help 

others without 

expecting anything in 

return.”  

 
― Ben Parr,  

author of Captivology: The 

Science of Capturing People's 

Attention  

Along with area Chambers, NWMEF has hosted business celebrations for a number of new businesses in the six counties 

of Andrew, Atchison, Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and Worth in Northwest Missouri earlier this year. Some of those 

celebrations are pictured above:  Starting above and moving left to right: Country Glitter, Maryville; Kort’s Kuts-n-Kurlz, Grant 

City; Savannah Auto Electric, Savannah, Gordon’s Auto Supply, Mound City, MDT Woodworks, Fairfax; Rock Port Cabins, Rock 

Port, Timber Ridge Event Center, Amazonia. 

ENTREPRENEURS—THEY CAPITALIZE ON OPPORTUNITIES!  

 

 How do you as a business owner rate your current marketing on a scale of 0-

100? You might answer “I am doing 80% on marketing, that’s why I think I do a good 

job at marketing my business.”  So does that mean you have 80% of the clients you 

wish to have?  Or that you are generating 80% of the revenue you wish to?  Maybe, 

maybe not?   

 Marketing can be the most crucial aspect to running a successful business.  

Picking the right kind of marketing for your business is just one area of business 

management I help clients work on.  It is important to know your target audience and 

to communicate to them through the platform(s) that they use.  In the world of 

technology, there are so many platforms to choose from to drive your message. We 

know that getting your consumers excited about new products and services through 

photos and videos is the key element for marketing now.   

 Seventy-five entrepreneurs Joined the Nodaway Economic Development 

Corporation and Maryville Chamber of Commerce and me on Tuesday, September 

19th at the Nodaway County Administration Building in Maryville MO for a free 

Multimedia Marketing Seminar.  SJC Marketing presented e-commerce and a panel of 

business owners who are using social media engaged participants and shared useful 

tips.  The entrepreneurs came to hear the success stories as well as learn some real 

world applications for marketing their own products or services more effectively and 

efficiently.   

 Follow Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation on Facebook to read more 

about this exciting seminar and other upcoming events. 

Celebrating with New Businesses in Northwest Missouri 

“Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the 
time; they just have  

the heart.” 

  
― Elizabeth Andrews,  

Organizer of women’s suffrage 

in Wales 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/33394.H_Jackson_Brown_Jr_

