
This year marked the 10th 

Anniversary of Northwest Missouri 

Enterprise Facilitation’s work with 

Northwest Missouri entrepreneurs. 

  

The statistics given in the column to the 

left enumerate the progress NWMEF 

Enterprise Facilitators have made in our 

region. They have met with prospective 

or existing entrepreneurs as often as 

was needed to bring a business dream 

into a reality. This has resulted in many 

new businesses in our region, along with 

stronger existing businesses. 

  

Keli Morris, NWMEF Enterprise 

Facilitator and the NWMEF Board 

believe that small businesses are making 

a difference in our home towns.   

 

Here and on the inside pages of this 

issue you’ll see photos of the 2016 

business celebrations we hosted. 

You might even see a business that 

you’ve patronized in your own home 

town!  

 

Northwest  Missouri  Enterprise 

Facilitation is a nonprofit organization 

which provides assistance to rural 

entrepreneurs in Andrew, Atchison, 

Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and Worth 

Counties.  

 

Entrepreneurs with a long-held dream to 

begin a hometown business can call on 

Facilitator Keli Morris who will become 

their sounding-board and guide to lead 

them to the accomplishment of their 

goals. Keli’s connections to resources, 

her superb listening skills, and her 

business expertise aids each client to 

process through the needed essentials 

for a successful business.  

The Good News  

Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation 
“Helping to grow our communities, one entrepreneur at a time.” 

Points of Interest: 

(Since November 

2006)  

 

Clients Assisted: 821 

 Businesses Started: 120 

 Businesses Expanded: 12 

 Business Acquisitions: 11 

 Jobs Created: 414 

 Businesses Retained: 12 

 Jobs Retained: 74 

  

NWMEF Annual Dinner Celebrates 10th Anniversary of the 

Successful Nonprofit Organization and Highlights 2016 Successes 

NWMEF is an economic development project trained by the 

Sirolli Institute and serves potential entrepreneurs in six Missouri 

counties: Andrew, Atchison, Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and Worth. 

Services are offered completely free and are strictly confidential. 

More than 60 volunteers from the six counties, along with regional 

representation, comprise the NWMEF Resource Board which serves 

as a think tank  assisting the Enterprise Facilitator by brainstorming 

solutions for client needs. 

For more information about NWMEF, contact Keli Morris, 

Enterprise Facilitator, at (816) 262-9400 or facilitator@nwmef.org  

www.nwmef.org  

http://www.facebook.com/NWMEF 

"NWMEF has proven to be a vital source 

of information and connectivity for 

aspiring entrepreneurs in Northwest 

Missouri.  The networking opportunities 
within this group are far reaching and 

beyond compare.  As a result, many lives 

have been touched by successful business 

launches that have led to steady economic 

growth in our region."   

 
Allen Andrews  

State Representative, 1st District 
 

“We are happy to have Keli as our 

facilitator.  With her strong financial 

background and her collaborative 

personality, she is a perfect person to 

be assisting entrepreneurs.  I am  excited 
to support the great efforts of NWMEF as 

a board member, as we continue to 

strengthen and sustain our rural 

communities.  

 

 Annette Weeks 

Director of Center for Entrepreneurship 

In Appreciation for your Dedication and Support 
Advanced Pork System 

Alpha Media—KAAN 

AM,FM;KKWKI/KMRN 

Atchison County Development 

Corporation 
Atchison Co. HyVee 

Bank CBO 

Bank Midwest 

Barbara Ratliff 

Bob & Betty Bush 

Bob Caldwell 

Citizens Bank & Trust 
City of Grant City 

City of King City 

City of Maryville 

City of Mound City 

City of Savannah 

Commerce Bank 

Community Hospital, Fairfax 

Conception Abbey 

Diocese of Kansas City-St. 

Joseph 

East Hills Shopping Center 

Fairfax Agency, Inc., Bob & 

Marilyn Alldredge 
Fairfax Forum 

Farmers Publishing 

Farmers State Bank 

Gentry County  

Golden Triangle 

Guys & Dolls 

Hiawatha Implement  
Holt County  

J Howards & Byergo Angus 

Beef 

KCP&L 

Kent Peterson Insurance 

KFEQ Radio 
Kincaid Gardens 

King City Chamber of 

Commerce 

KMA Radio 

KNIM Radio 

KQ2 TV 

Laukemper Motors 
Life & Justice Campaign, KC/St. 

Joseph Catholic Diocese 

Jim Lower Marketing  

Marsh, Espey & Riggs, PC 

Maryville Daily Forum & the 

Post 

Maryville HyVee 

MFA Oil 

Midwest Data/Rock Port, 

Tarkio, Maryville 

 

 

Mo-Kan Development 

Mound City Development 

Corporation 

Mound City News 

News Press Fox 26 TV 
Nodaway County Government 

Nodaway News Leader 

Nodaway Valley Bank 

Northwest Missouri Cellular 

Northwest Health Services 

Deb Powers & Mike Sykowski 

Promote with Jeff-Vernon 
Graphics 

Rapid Elite 

Rogers Pharmacy 

St. Joseph News Press 

Savannah Chamber of 

Commerce 

SBG Midwest, Kamara Roach 

Shelter Insurance, Stanberry 

Sisters of St. Francis, Savannah 

Sherri’s Pharmacy 

 

 

Stoner Drug 

Sunny 101.3 AM 1230 

KTNC 

Tarkio Avalanche  

The Klub Bar & Restaurant 
The Wool Shop, Grant City 

Tiffany Care Centers 

Tomboy Tools 

US Bank & Trust 

USDA 

Umbar Farms, LLC 

Victorian Getaway Rentals 
Wells Banks 
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In Appreciation 

We apologize for any 

errors made in 

mentioning our donors. 

Please inform us so that 

we can make a 
correction in our next 

newsletter. 

NWMEF Board 

Members are not named 

due to space limitations, 

but your contribution to 

our project is  
ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED! 

Above:    Business Celebration for Duck Inn 

Bakery in Craig, MO. Below: Sweet Emotion 

Donuts, Home of the Savages in Savannah, MO 

NWMEF Board Members assist the 

Facilitator by brainstorming ideas and 

resources and problem-solving solutions 

for the entrepreneurs.  

 

NWMEF offers their service free of charge 

to anyone wishing to start or to tweak a 

business. It relies on donations from local 

counties, cities and other funders and the 

income from their fundraising event, the 

Great Northwest Missouri Winefest for 

funding of the project. This coming year the 

Winefest will take place on September 30, 

and plans are in the works as it enters its 

eighth year. 

mailto:facilitator@nwmef.com


 This year’s RAVE (Regional Acknowledgement of Volunteer Excellence) Awards 

are presented to Jerry Ingle and Deb Powers. Both of these wonderful Board Members 

have volunteered countless hours and served tirelessly for many years on behalf of 

Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation. Between them they logged over 200 

volunteer hours in 2016 alone!  

 Deb Powers was instrumental in the initial planning and development of the 

organization. Her leadership, balanced judgement, creativity and compassion set the tone 

for our working environment of cooperation and camaraderie. She has served as chair of 

the Board Development Committee and has participated as a dedicated member of the 

Board of Directors since the beginning. She has contributed her expertise in 

teambuilding, not only with the NWMEF Board, but also served as a trainer with our 

“sister project,” the North Central Missouri Business Facilitation project. Even after her 

move to Kansas City, she supports us with her presence. Thank you, Deb! 

 Jerry Ingle has served as Chairman of NWMEF since 2013, having joined the 

group in 2011. Although his corporate background prepared him to serve as a 

thoughtful and effective leader, he is not afraid to roll up his sleeves when physical 

work is needed. (Winefest fencing!) Over the years he has taken an active part in 

every aspect of NWMEF and goes the extra mile by attending committee meetings and 

representing our organization to city and county officials and groups.  He also 

participated in the three day training of the NCMBF group. He says, “As a retired 

banker, I find it rewarding to see the broad variety of expertise the board brings to 

NWMEF. The ultimate goal is to assist anyone trying to establish a new business and to 

do everything possible to ensure their success. It gives me a good feeling to know I had a 

small hand in that.” Thank you, Jerry! 

Facilitator Focus  

WINTER 2017 

NWMEF Facilitator   

Keli Morris. 

  

Board Member Spotlight — RAVE Award Honorees! 

“Service to others 

is the rent you pay 

for your room 

here on Earth.” 

  

~Muhammed Ali 

“Our good works are 

like stones cast into 

the pool of time; 

though the stones 

themselves may 

disappear, their 

ripples extend to 

eternity.” 

― Anonymous  

Starting above and moving left to right: The Petaler, Healing Pathways, 

Minnie Lane, Aberdeen Steakhouse, Studio T—Quilter’s Boutique, 

Back to Health, Millers Rustic Sawmill, Gibson’s Garage, Sports Page. 

(Owens Consignment Auction not pictured.) 

  

What is the relationship between Facilitator and Resource Board Members? 
 
The board members of NWMEF are the lifeline of our organization.  Through 
them I become engaged within the communities in which they live and work.  I 
rely on them to introduce me to people within their circles of influence: the 
more people that know about our great organization, the more people we are 
able to assist on their entrepreneurial journey.  Our board members also serve as 
the resources, experience and knowledge that on a monthly basis I tap into to 
obtain information for the clients that we serve.  Our board members are very 
passionate about our region as a whole and want to see the great Northwest 
Missouri area thrive.  Many will spend countless hours volunteering their time 
through introductions, monthly meetings and working at our annual fundraiser, 
The Great Northwest Winefest.  I am very thankful for this wonderful group of 
volunteers!  I look forward to another great year partnering with them to serve 
your region. 

Aberdeen Steak House 
Back to Health 
Healing Pathways 
Gibson's Garage 
Millers Rustic Sawmill 
Owens Consignment Auction 
The Petaler 
Minnie Lane 
Studio T, A Quilting Company 
The Sports Page 
Sweet Emotions Donuts, Home of the Savages 
Duck Inn Bakery 

NWMEF 

TREASURES 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/33394.H_Jackson_Brown_Jr_

