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 Clients Assisted: 993 

 Businesses Started: 109 

  Jobs Created: 423 

  Jobs Retained: 80 

  Estimated New Sales:            

    $24,454,749.00 

 

http://www.facebook.com/NWMEF 

 Eighty-five NWMEF Board 

members and guests celebrated the 

successes of Northwest Missouri 

Enterprise Facilitation at the organization’s 

annual meeting, February 13, 2019. The 

board and guests gathered to acknowledge 

the accomplishments of 2018.  Keli Morris, 

Enterprise Facilitator, announced the list of 

the 17 new businesses which were assisted 

in their start-ups in the six county area. 

She also spoke of the 42 new jobs which 

resulted from the start-ups.  She said  that 

since the organization’s beginnings in 2006, 

NWMEF has helped with 105 new business 

creations, resulting in 408 jobs. Keli spoke 

movingly about NWMEF’s purpose and the 

ways it reaches out to entrepreneurs in the 

region. She gave kudos to the NWMEF 

Resource Board, who volunteer many 

hours to the nonprofit organization. Keli 

was applauded by all present for her 

competent business coaching and delivery 

of NWMEF client services through 2018.  

 Incoming Board Chairman Mike 

Thomson acknowledged the Board’s 

appreciation for the service of the outgoing 

Chairman, Jerry Ingle. He expressed his 

thanks for his volunteerism and support of 

the Enterprise Facilitator.  Jerry Ingle also 

was presented with NWMEF’s esteemed 

RAVE award, honoring his exemplary 

service and efforts above and beyond in 

assisting to promote and carry out its 

goals. Officers were approved for the year 

2019. They were: Mike Thomson 

(Nodaway Co.), Chairman, Monica Bailey 

(Atchison Co.), Vice Chair, and incumbents 

Jeanne Rost (Andrew Co.), Treasurer and 

Sister Christine Martin (Andrew Co.), 

Secretary.  

 All listened attentively to the three 

client presentations. These were given by 

Sarah  Kurtz  of  Beyond Interpreting, LLC,  

Oregon, Jyssica Rosier of Southern Barbie 

Boutique, Stanberry, MO, and Janet Morey 

 

N W M E F  i s  a n 

economic development 

project trained by the Sirolli 

Institute and serves potential 

entrepreneurs in six Missouri 

counties: Andrew, Atchison, 

Gentry, Holt, Nodaway and 

Worth. Services are offered 

completely free and are 

strictly confidential. More 

than 60 volunteers from the 

six counties, along with 

regional representation, 

comprise the NWMEF 

Resource Board which serves 

as a think tank  assisting the 

Enterprise Facilitator by 

brainstorming solutions for 

client needs. For more 

information about NWMEF, 

con t ac t  Ke l i  Morr i s , 

Enterprise Facilitator, at (816) 

262-9400 or  
facilitator@nwmef.org  

NWMEF is a not-for-profit 

organization.    

of Prairie Specialties, LLC, King City, MO. 

The clients explained how NWMEF 

assisted in establishing their now thriving 

enterprises and thanked the organization 

and Keli Morris for the support given. 

 Northwest Missouri Enterprise is 

a nonprofit organization which offers free 

and confidential business coaching in a six 

county region.  (Atchison, Andrew, 

Gentry, Holt, Nodaway, and Worth).  

For tickets, go to www.nwmef.org 

A benefit for  
Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation: 

      “Our vision is to contribute to the 

stabilization and economic growth of our local 

communities in Northwest Missouri through 

the fulfillment of individuals’ business dreams.” 

Just a Few of our New  

NW MO Businesses! 

Tuck Point Bar & Grill, Ravenwood 

  Pure Natural Depot, Maryville 

Above: A & M Amusements, Maryville 

Left: Topline Nutrition, Savannah 

Look for more of our 
unique businesses as 
vendors at the Great 
Northwest Missouri  Wine Fest 2019! 

mailto:facilitator@nwmef.com


New Officers were elected at NWMEF’s Annual Meeting held in February.  

Mike Thomson was elected as Chairman and Monica Bailey as Vice Chair. Both 

individuals have been active in community service for a number of years. They are 

motivated by love of their communities.  

  

Mike says, “I believe the most personal satisfaction from being on 

the board comes from seeing the success of those people that we 
are able to assist.  As a former Representative, I also understand 

how each of these success stories has a positive impact on our 

communities that often struggle to keep up and provide the services 

we need.  I also enjoy our monthly meetings and getting to know 

others that are so dedicated to helping NWMEF.” Mike spent 30 

years in public education as a teacher, counselor, principal and coach. After retiring 

he became a member of the MO House of Representatives, representing District 1 

which is Nodaway, Holt, Atchison and Worth counties.  He lives in Maryville. 

 

Monica says, “As Executive Director of Atchison County 

Development Corporation, I spend my days trying to figure out how 

to help my county thrive, how we can best focus on what we HAVE, 

and how to bring our bright and brilliant young people back home.” 

Monica is a native of Tarkio and enjoys being a part of the process 

of turning people’s dreams and goals into reality and, ultimately, 

creating vibrancy and business in our region.  

Facilitator Focus  

SUMMER 2019 

NWMEF Facilitator   

Keli Morris. 

  

 

Board Member Spotlight  

“A life of significance is 

about serving those 

who need your gifts, 

your leadership,  

your purpose.”  
 

Kevin Hall  

   What small businesses have you frequented recently?  I don’t have to tell 

you that the flooding we have experienced this spring has greatly impacted our 

communities in overwhelming ways.  Many of you have probably donated time, 

money and belongings to help aid in the disaster relief efforts.  Helen Keller once 

said “Alone, we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  I love northwest 

Missouri because time and time again, when a crisis arises, the community rallies 

and supports one another like no other.  While I am deeply concerned for the 

communities that have been devastated by the flooding, I am also overwhelmed 

with concern for our small businesses.    

 Are you aware of a business that could use some guidance as they rebound 

from the flooding?  NWMEF is here to help!  Whether it is helping them find 

financial resources, develop a marketing strategy or just someone to confide in, I 

want to hear from them!  NWMEF is dedicated to helping sustain our rural 

communities by offering Free and Confidential guidance to small business owners.  

It doesn’t matter the stage of business they are in: start-up, existing, or ready to 
retire, I am here to help them navigate through their journey.   

 I encourage you to stop in and see your local businesses, now is just as 

important as ever. They need our support.  Take my information with you and let 

them know I am ready to help.  

     Keli Morris, Facilitator 816-262-9400 

The Great Northwest Wine Fest—Be a Part of It All! 

 Are you aware of one of the largest homegrown 

fundraisers in Northwest MO region which was started to 

benefit a nonprofit organization which assists our region?   

Plans for the 10th Annual Great Northwest Wine Fest 

sponsored by Northwest MO Enterprise Facilitation, are in full 

swing.  Money raised from this great event goes toward the 

nonprofit’s expenses so that our coach, Keli Morris, Enterprise 

Facilitator, can coach anyone desiring to become an 

entrepreneur and start up or improve on an existing business 

in the six counties we serve, namely: Atchison, Holt, Nodaway, 

Andrew, Gentry, and Worth.  Since the organization is a 501c3 

services are offered FREE of charge, no matter how many 

times they meet. 

 Join us September 21, North Griffith Park, Mound City, MO for this big Fundraising event for 

NWMEF.  Hours are 11:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.  The Wine Fest features 11 or more Missouri wineries, sharing 

some of Missouri’s best wines, over 60 Artisan Vendors, 6 Eateries of delicious foods with a nice variety and a 

fantastic array of entertainers, at the beautiful setting next to the scenic grape vineyards. Those sampling these 

wonderful wines have access to unlimited sampling. Attendees can purchase bottles and sit and enjoy the music 

at decorative tables and chairs which are available in front of the stage.     

  Sponsorships provide even more help in making the fundraiser a success for our 

organization. Every attendee receives a brochure detailing the sponsorships, entertainers, and vendors 
present. Sponsors are offered at different levels and our 

sponsors’ names are published in other places for added 

publicity.  In gratitude for these sponsorships, tickets are given. 

Sponsorship levels are: $1,000 (8 tickets); $500 (4 tickets); $250 

(2 tickets); $100 (1 ticket) or $75.  Our nonprofit organization 

will accept and welcome any amount. All donations are tax 

deductible. Additional sponsorship forms can be obtained by 

contacting Marilyn Alldredge, Wine Fest Coordinator, 660-744-

3146. 

      Many of NWMEF’s clients reserve a booth to sell their 

wares or inform about their services at this annual event.  This 

helps more people 

to become aware 

of their businesses and is another way NWMEF supports their 

success. NWMEF encourages any and all of them along with other 

regional businesses to participate in the event by reserving booth 

spots, (it is possible to reserve more than one) before August 15.  

Businesses, we hope you will show your support of NWMEF by 

taking this unique opportunity to be a part of this special event. 

There will be a reasonable booth fee that comes with the bonus of 

a wine fest ticket. Whatever sales you make or orders you take 

will be yours.  This will be a great way to have lots of new 

exposure to the many people in attendance.  Vendor forms 

must be obtained from the Coordinator (660-744-3146) 

and returned as soon as possible to assure a reserved spot. Last year there were 65 booths reserved. 

      Attendees, tickets are a flat fee of $25.00 each and can be obtained in advance by reserving on line at 

www.NWMEF.org and click on the Wine Fest.   

When you do nothing, 

you feel overwhelmed 

and powerless. But 

when you get involved, 

you feel the sense of 

hope and 

accomplishment that 

comes from knowing 

you are working to 

make things better.”  

Pauline R. Kezer 

“We can’t help 

everyone, but  

everyone can  

help someone.” 
 

Ronald Reagan 

http://www.NWMEF.org

